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Abstract

J. Moltmann’ s Understanding of Providence in Light

of His Doctrine of Creation and Theory of Evolution

Prof, Dr, Samuel-Y, Lee

The aim of this essay focuses to articulate proper relationship
between creation and providence in the thought of J. Moltmann
while focusing on his understanding of evolution. One of the
characteristics of his view on creation can be found in his attempt
to understand creation from nothing (creatio ex nihilo) in terms
of zimzum as it was derived from the Jewish mystical thought
known as ‘kabalah’. The self-limitation of God is the essential
concept behind the idea of zimzum which brought creation into
existence. In his attempt to articulate the doctrine of creation
in trinitarian language, the concept of the Holy Spirit ‘being
poured out’ seems to play an important role. It is portrayed
as something between the generation of the Son and creation.
However, it should be pointed out that this idea cannot be
supported by sound biblical understanding. With regards to
evolution, creation is defined as mutable creation (creatio
mutabilis). This definition reveals Moltmann’s attitude open to
evolutionary theory in general. Although he seems to be accepting
the basic tenets of evolutionary theory, he expresses his critique



on ideologizing of this theory including natural selection.
Moltmann’s understanding of providence is basically subjected
to his doctrine of creation. This subjection seems to be originated
from his broad definition of creation including creatio ex nihilo
as well as creatio continua. Furthermore, the content of providence
is expected to embrace a new and revolutionary idea of
development toward future. This expansion is directly related
to his concept of creation being open to future. Lastly, his
understanding of providence is extended toward an ecological
perspective. This idea might be esteemed as Moltmann’s
innovative contribution to broaden our horizon for understanding
of providence. The concept of ‘governance’ plays a decisive
role here. In fact, in his thought, the govemance of God is relegated
to human administration and caring in ecological terms. Yet
his ecological understanding of providence seems to have
tendency to replace divine governance with human wisdom to
coexist with environment and human activities corresponding

to it.

Keywords | J. Moltmann, pneumatological doctrine of
creation, doctrine of providence, theory of
evolution, ecological doctrine of creation
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